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THE PRESIDENT: I want to begin by gaying that I'm
honored to be in the presence of those who are jrere from Yicaragua
and all the rest of you, too. Many of you have.been driven from the
land of your birtk Oy a sad turn of history, bujj you've refused to
forget your horneland or abangon your fellow Nicjpraguans. And for
this, you deserve, and you have, both our high.vegnrd and our thanks.

Six yecars ago, many of you were parfi of the fight to
overthrow an oppressive regipe that had ruled ypur country for
decades. You succeeded, the regime fell. And pany rejoiced, knowing
that true freecdom and true democracy would fina“ly rise to take its
place. -

But the ncw regime became not a Jdempcracy but a
Jdictatorship. Commurnism was esbraced and Nicarggua noved into the
‘Soviet orbit. The best of the revolution, meabers of the original
revolutionary governnent who had fought for high ideals left the
country. In all, zmore than a quarter of a milljon souls {led
Nicaragua, and they're fleeing still. Many of thec refugees arc the
poorest of the joor, Indians and peasants arnd terrified mothers and
children. All of them need our help. 3ut even xore, perhaps, they
necd the attention of the world. After nearly six years, attcntion
amust be paid. ) ) R ) :

_There's so much I want to discuss tonight, froxm the
plight of the refugees to why they're fleeing. I want to talk about
what is at stake in Central America, what is at issue and what it
means to all of us in this room, in this country and in the West.

I'1} start with Micaragua now, Nicaragua on xpril 15,
1985. .

As you know, the Sandinista dictatorship has taken
absolute control of the covernment and the armed forces. It is a
communist dictatcrship. It has cone what communist dictatorships do,
created a repressive state security and secret police organization
assisted by Soviet, East German and Cuban advisors; harassed, and in
many cases, expunged the political opposition and rendered the
democratic freedoms of speech, press and assembly punishable Ly
officially-sanctioned harasspent and imprisonzegt or death.:

. But the communists are not unopposey. They are facing
great resistance from thc people of Nicaragua, resistance fron the
patriots who fight for freedom and their unarneﬂ allies from the
pro-democracy moverent. : S . :

.
T T rhere is growing evidence of Sandinjsta brutality. We've
‘recently learned that 10 or 1l members of the Sqcial Christian larty

have been rounded up and jailed.” The Sandinistys are trying to get

them to confess to being counter-revolutionarieg. “And you might be
interested in knowing one way the communists, arq, coercing these ... i

confessions..~ They have also arrested ‘more; than a hundred’relatives

- % .

‘of the political prisoners.. And according to’oyr most recent’”
‘memders are being -helc¢
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